
NAMING AND DEDICATION 

OF CITY FACILITIES POLICY 

BACKGROUND AND PRINCIPLES 

The naming, renaming and dedication of city facilities shall be reserved for circumstances where 
it best serves the city and assures a worthy legacy. 

The city: 

• has a finite number of city facilities 

• has limited resources for creating and changing names on signs, maps, and literature 

• has donation potential in the naming and dedications if its facilities 

• does not want to confuse or emotionally charge the public with naming decisions 

• has a reputation and image that should be protected and enhanced 

Names of parks provide a context for a place and evoke an atmosphere that extends to the 
surrounding neighborhood. Based on the higher context value for the city, names of natural, 

geographic, and historical subjects shall have higher priority than names of individuals and 

entities. 

The lasting legacy of an individual or group is more objectively and accurately determined with a 

waiting period which allows adequate time to evaluate if the person's or group's service was 

truly exceptional and the person's or group's reputation stands the test of time. The waiting 

period should be a reasonable length of time to allow for any disreputable activity to surface in 

order to protect the city's interest. Waiting after a person's death allows time for strong 
emotions to dissipate so that the person's legacy to the city is objectively evaluated without 

being unduly influenced by the circumstances of the death. 

AUTHORITY 
The Edina City Council has the sole authority to dedicate, rename, or establish legal names for 

city facilities. 

DEFINITIONS 
"City Facilities" shall include the following: 

Parks: All parks, open spaces, historic sites, golf courses, physical features (e.g. lakes), and 

trails 

Buildings: Structures that house city programs 

Major Features: Major components of city facilities (e.g. ball fields, swimming pools, tennis 

courts, playgrounds, fountains, art work, Senior Center). Rooms within buildings are 

considered to be major features. Major city sponsored events are considered major 

features. 
Streets: The streets owned by the City of Edina 

Amenities: Smaller furnishings and facilities in the city (e.g. benches, small fountains, tables, 

etc.). Amenities are not named. Recognition for donated amenities is covered under 

the City of Edina Donations Policy. 

1 



Dedication: An honor given to an exceptional individual; it does not change the name of the 

facility. 

NAMING AND RENAMING CITY FACILITIES 

Naming or renaming shall include a public process, which is open to all potential names for a 

particular city facility. Public notification and the opportunity for public comment are required. 

For naming and renaming a city facility, the appropriate advisory board or commission shall 

facilitate the naming process. For city facilities without advisory boards or commissions, the Park 

Board shall facilitate the process. 

Names of natural, geographic, and historical subjects shall be given higher priority. 

The naming or renaming of all city facilities, except parks, shall be for a fixed, defined period and 

clearly stated in the naming request. Names may be renewed by council action. 

Excessive naming of different parts of the same park or building shall be avoided. 

If named for a person, the name used shall be the family name, and it shall be used in naming 

only one city facility. 

Exceptional public service and strong public sentiment shall be demonstrated. Naming and 

renaming requests require a petition stating the exceptional service, with at least 300 signatures 

of Edina residents 18 years and older. 

A building, major feature, or street shall be named for a living individual, only if such individual 

meets all the following criteria: 

• has made a particularly meritorious contribution, over a period of several years, to the 

general public interest 

• has been or is a resident of the City of Edina 

• has ended his or her substantive, formal relationship with the city no sooner than four 

years prior to the naming request 

If the individual is deceased, the naming requirements shall be those stated above and 

• has passed away no sooner than four years prior to the naming request 

A park shall not be named or renamed for a living person unless that individual's name was 

requested as a condition made by the donor of the land, and meets all the naming criteria 

required for buildings, major features, or streets. 

NAMING AND RENAMING REQUESTED AS A CONDITION OF A DONATION 
Naming or renaming of city facilities as a condition of a donation needs to meet all of the 

following criteria: 

• shall not require a petition 

• shall be rescinded for legitimate reason (e.g. disreputable behavior, when an entity goes 

out of business) 

• shall not be allowed for entities involved in promoting unhealthy or addictive products, 

habits and lifestyles 
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When naming a major feature, the donation shall fund substantial capital costs, and at the 
council's discretion, preferably an endowment that will fund programming or maintenance. 

When naming a building is being considered as a condition to a donation, that donation shall 
meet one or more of the following minimum donation criteria: 

• deeding to the city most if not all of the land on which the city facility to be named will 
be situated 

• payment of one-half or more of the capital costs of constructing a city facility to be 
named 

• the provision of significant program costs for facilities that will serve city program needs 

A park shall not be named or renamed as a condition of a donation, except for the donation of 

the land on which the park will be located. 

DEDICATIONS 
A person or group may be honored by having a city facility dedicated in their name. All 

dedications shall be for a defined, fixed period, clearly stated in the action granting the 

dedication. 

The acknowledgement of this honor at the city facility: 

• shall be discreetly placed 

• shall not overwhelm the facility or detract from the aesthetic or experience 

• shall not confuse the public about the facility's name 

Exceptional public service and strong public sentiment must be demonstrated for a dedication 

to be considered. Therefore, dedication requests require the stating of the exceptional public 
service in either a petition with at least 100 signatures of Edina residents whom are 18 years and 

older or in the written request of two members of council. 

Dedication requests that are a condition of a donation: 

• do not require a petition 

• require a minimum donation, which is stated in the Naming and Dedication Procedures 

IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURE 

Refer to the City of Edina "Naming and Dedication Procedures" for implementation 
process. 
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EDITED DRAFT DONATIONS POLICY Responding to Council Worksession 

CITY OF EDINA 
DONATIONS POLICY 

Edina welcomes and encourages donations to the City. 

DEFINITIONS 
"Gift" and "Donation" shall be synonymous: They may be monetary contributions, 
securities, material items, real estate, intellectual property, or services, which the City 
Council has accepted and for which no goods or services were provided in exchange for 
the contribution. 
City Facility: Includes parks, buildings, major features, streets and amenities owned by 
the City of Edina. 
Existing Donation: Donations accepted prior to the adoption of this policy. 
New Donation: Donations made after the adoption of this policy. 

AUTHORITY 
The acceptance of donations must comply with Minnesota Statute 465.03: Gifts To 
Municipalities. The City Council must approve a donation before it can be accepted. 

TYPES OF DONATIONS 
Unrestricted Donations: Donations of items described in "Gifts to Edina" and any 
donation to the city without a condition specified for use or recognition. 
Restricted Donations: A donation given for a specified purpose or with conditions for 
use or recognition attached. 
Real Property: Real Property donations shall be reviewed and a legal opinion rendered 
thereto by the City Attorney before acceptance by the City Council. 
Grants from the Edina Community Foundation: A grant to the city from the Edina 
Community Foundation shall be considered as a donation and shall comply with this 
policy. Recognition and acknowledgement of ECF donors will be consistent with this 
policy. 
Gifts of Professional Services: Professional services and waivers of fees shall be 
considered as donations and shall comply with this policy. 

ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS 

"Gifts to Edina" brochures for unrestricted donations shall be available at all staffed city 
buildings that offer resident services. A web page will also be created for accepting donations. 

The City Manager or appropriate Department Director shall recommend to the City Council the 
approval or rejection of each gift and determination of its intended location. 

Donations become city property upon acceptance by council and are irrevocable. 

This policy does not consider donation pledges as donations until the donation has been received. 
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EDITED DRAFT DONATIONS POLICY Responding to Council Worksession 

A donation shall: 
• be in the best interest of the city 
• cover all costs associated with the gift including but not limited to the full cost for the 

purchase, installation and recognition and, if required, repair and maintenance during the 
expected life span of the item 

• comply with Minnesota Statute 465.03, "Nothing herein shall authorize such acceptance 
or use for religious or sectarian purposes" 

A donation shall not: 
• present a real or perceived conflict of interest for the city or its employees 
• be a plaque resembling a gravestone or upright monument resembling those typically 

found in cemeteries, or other symbol or structure negatively affecting the nature of the 
site 

• contain visible brands, symbols, trademarks and logos of non-City of Edina entities 

The Department Director shall ensure that the products, construction materials and design meet 
city standards for maintenance, aesthetics and longevity. For trees and plants, the size at planting 
and specie shall be limited to those determined or approved by the city. 

A specific life span shall be specified for all large-scale material donations and stated at the time 
of acceptance. The city does not guarantee the life span of a donation. 

All terms of restricted donations shall be clearly stated and defined at the time of acceptance. 

SIGNIFICANT DONATIONS 
For campaigns that involve donations from multiple donors toward a large-scale project, the city 
shall not contract for services or purchase materials for any part of the project until donations 
cover the cost of those services and materials. 

The city shall not contract for services or purchase material toward large-scale capital campaign 
projects until donations have been received for 100% of the donation goal for the entire project. 
To make exceptions to this policy requires formal approval from City Council with the amount 
needed to complete the project clearly stated and available in the budget. 

MAINTENANCE OF NEW AND EXISTING DONATIONS 
The city reserves the right to remove, relocate or dispose of donations and their acknowledgments 
when they have been vandalized or damaged by a natural act beyond reasonable repair, when it 
reaches the end of the life span, or when the donation and acknowledgment interferes with site 
safety, maintenance, facility use, aesthetics or construction activities. 

The city does not guarantee survival of trees, plants or gardens. 

The city shall attempt to notify the donor in writing, of any action related to the disposition of a 
large-scale donation. In certain situations, such as safety or emergency situations, the notification 
may be made after the action has already taken place. 

The city reserves the right to seek a new donor for an existing gift at the end of the established 
life span should the original donor choose not to renew the donation, or if the city has not been 
able to contact the original donor. 
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EDITED DRAFT DONATIONS POLICY Responding to Council Worksession 

RECOGNITION OF DONATIONS 
The city shall send a letter of appreciation for all donations when contact information is available 
and when the cost of this acknowledgement does not overwhelm the donation received. 

A ceremony or gathering for recognition shall be permitted but is not required, and shall be 
arranged in coordination with city staff and the donor(s). 

Donors of city amenities such as artwork, benches, trees, picnic tables, gardens, fountains and 
park shelters may be discreetly recognized. This recognition may not necessarily be at the 
location of the donated item. Standardized recognition plaques shall be used to promote 
consistency in city branding. The size, type and plaque language will be approved by city staff. 
These plaques should be discreetly sized. For example, bench plaques shall be a maximum of 8 
square inches. Recognition of amenities shall be clearly stated in "Gifts to Edina." 

The donation shall cover all costs associated with recognition including materials, installation and 
maintenance for a defined period. 

Donors requesting the naming or dedication of a City Facility shall comply with the City of Edina 
Naming and Dedication of City Facilities Policy. 

The city shall recognize donors who have made significant contributions. This recognition is at 
the discretion of the Parks & Recreation Director and specified in the Donation Procedure. When 
appropriate and desired by the donor, recognition of a donation shall be displayed. This 
recognition shall be discreet both in size and placement. The recognition may not necessarily be 
displayed at the location of the donation. The recognition shall be displayed for a fixed, defined 
period which will be stated at the time of acceptance. 

City Facilities shall not be overwhelmed by donor recognition. 
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